                                                                                                

Communications - UK





General





You should note that, notwithstanding the contents of Chap IV, there are some differences between radio procedure as practiced in the UK  compared to that of the US/North America:





(	Many of the prowords are different, although their implication is the same





(	The agencies alongside which you as a 


W-EMT might be operating (RAF helicopters and MRT, civilian MRT, Coastguard cliff rescue teams and helicopters, the RNLI etc) all have their own idiosyncrasies as far as voice procedure is concerned





(	The laws governing radio operation in the UK are strict and breaking them can cause problems post-op





(	There are distinct inter-operability problems between different agencies, particularly in the maritime and coastal environment - make sure that your chosen radio or comms system is compatible with those of other agencies





CB and Mobile Phones





In many cases in the UK, the alarm will be raised by observers using either CB or, increasingly, mobile phones.   Neither of these are compatible with most handheld VHF systems, and reliance on mobile phones as a primary means of communication is unwise, given the poor coverage of the wilder parts of the UK.   Mobile phones do have one distinct advantage however - they give a higher degree of privacy/security than that afforded by VHF radio, and are unlikely to be targeted by news agencies with the same ease that VHF can


be overheard.   If mobile phones are carried, either as a primary or back-up comms system, bear in mind the limitation of battery life - and be prepared to carry spares.   Note also that mobile phones








are ‘one-to-one’ – no ‘all informed’ operation is possible.   Every simultaneous call requires a separate channel; in rural areas, availability can be limited and the system may saturate.   There is no priority system, so reporters can grab and hold channels thereby excluding MRT comms, which may be critical.





UK Voice Procedure





The following areas will be covered in the lecture:





	(	Radio net basics





(	Speech technique





	(	The phonetic alphabet





	(	Figures





	(	Comms in difficult conditions





(	Prowords used in the UK (a full list is contained in the handout)





(	Rules for radio discipline





(	Calling and answering





(	Radio checks





(	Relaying messages





Summary





Radio comms in the UK are strictly governed.   


The penalties for infringements such as swearing on the radio and making use of information overheard by, but not intended for, a monitoring station are severe - but are in many cases honoured in the breach rather than the observance.   The use of correct voice procedure, even by occasional users, goes a long way to making operations run smoothly - conversely, poor discipline will lead to net breakdown and, in extremis, the loss of life.    Remember that most comms problems are due to poor discipline, not technical deficiencies.
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